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ties of their own: they will be led to improve, to the
utmost advantage of their fortune, the lower stages
of power, and will endeavor to make up in lucre
what they can never hope to acquire in station.

The temporary appointment by Parliament of the
Supreme Council of India arose from an opinion that
the Company, at that time at least, was not in a con-
dition or not disposed to a proper exercise of the
privileges which they held under their charter. It
therefore behoved the Directors to be particularly at-
tentive to their choice of Counsellors, on the expira-
tion of the period during which their patronage had
been suspended. The duties of the Supreme Coun-
cil had been reputed of so arduous a nature as to
require even a legislative interposition. They were
called upon, by all possible care and impartiality, to
justify Parliament at least as fully in the restoration
of their privileges as the circumstances of the time
had done in their suspension.

But interests have lately prevailed in the Court
of Directors, which, by the violation of every rule,
seemed to be resolved on the destruction of those
privileges of which they were the natural guardians.
Every new power given has been made the source of
a new abuse; and the acts of Parliament themselves,
which provide but imperfectly for the prevention of
the mischief, have, it is to be feared, made provisions
(contrary, without doubt, to the intention of the legis-
lature) which operate against the possibility of any
cure in the ordinary course.

In the original institution of the Supreme Council,
reasons may have existed against rendering the tens-
ore of the Counsellors in their office precarkw, A
plan of reform might have required the permanence